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able, found itself under the necessity to give judgment for the
plaintiff, which the judges expressed great reluctance in doing,
on account of the expenses the Colonel had been at in his
works, and the supposed utility of them. From that moment
the Colonel became an enemy of the Court.
" From the warmth of this gentleman, and his great assi-
duity and perseverance, we are able to account for the zeal
with which the military have prosecuted this business."
Many other causes might be cited in which the deci-
sions of the Court were given in favour of otherwise
helpless natives against the powerful servants of the
Company. Others again might be quoted in which no
native was concerned, but in which plaintiff and de-
fendant were alike Europeans, and servants of the
Company.
Of this latter class, the most conspicuous cause of all,
was one in which Philip Francis, Esq., Member of the
Supreme Council, was defendant. And from the con-
duct of Sir Elijah Impey on that occasion, may be, in
freat measure, deduced the persevering and implacable
atred of the author of Jimius. As the friend of Mr.
Hastings, I believe he always disliked my father; that
he wrote and spoke against him to public men both
in England and at Calcutta is well known; but until the
Court sentenced him to pay rather heavy damages in
an action for criminal conversation, which I shall pre-
sently quote, he continued to frequent the house, and
to profess in public a great respect for the character of
the Chief Justice. When Samuel Tolfrey, one of the
witnesses examined in Sir Elijah's Defence in 1788,
was asked " whether there had been any coolness ob-
servable between Sir Elijah Impey and Mr. Francis,
^after, or in consequence of, the trial and execution of
TN"uncomar ?" that gentleman deposed upon oath that
te there had been none; but that a coolness began to
appear after the crim. con. trial, in which a verdict had
been given against Mr. Francis."
The author of Junius, to many other unamiable
qualities, added that of being vain of his reputation as
an homme aux bonnes fortunes. This formed a conspi-
cuous part of that levity for which Hastings scorned
the man. The ex-clerk of the War Office, was eager
to figure as the gallant gay Lothario of Calcutta, if not